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Discovery Garden Is Addition to Church Grounds

and School Curriculum

Have you noticed lately how lovely the
church grounds look this spring? Adding to the
already park-like setting is the new Discovery
Garden, located in the grass area just behind the
sanctuary where the convent once stood. This
garden, however, is more than a beautiful space.
It was designed to provide a learning environ-
ment for hands-on discovery in science. When
the garden is harvested in the fall, the food will
be donated to needy families, flowers will be
used for celebration of the Mass, and seeds will
be collected for the next growing season. In ad-
dition, new learning modules will be developed
to improve on the already outstanding science
curriculum at MPB School. Students will get
outside to learn, be engaged with their commu-
nity, and “green” their neighborhood.

The idea for the discovery garden came
about during a meeting last year between MPB
teachers Jessie Bloom, Jacob Bloom, Karen Lo-
hmuller, MPB principal Alexandria Bergman, and
Univerity of St. Francis Biology Chair/parishio-
ner/school parent, Dr. Teri Beam. MPB teachers
felt that creating a discovery garden would have
a great positive impact on the science curricu-
lum. Dr. Beam, along with USF student and St.
Jude’s parishioner, Leslie Hamilton, teamed-up
to write an American Forest Foundation-Project
Learning Tree (PLT) Green Works! grant in
order to fund the garden project. The grant was
awarded in early 2009 and the work began.

Joe Cochran (parishioner, school parent and
avid gardener) was asked to help plan the garden
project. He contracted a local landscape designer

to install a water feature, Indiana native plants,
birdfeeders and benches. Beautiful wrought iron
fencing strategically placed along the perimeter
and to provide the gateway into the garden
which also includes a compost bin and a sundial
(both required by the grant). Many Univerity
of St. Francis and PB students, parishioners and
community volunteers provided helping hands
to till ground, lay mulch and install the fenc-



ing. Ground was broken on April 17 with
most of the heavy work completed in two
weekends.

School children began planting flow-
ers and vegetables on April 28 with each
classroom assigned a plot of their own and
specific seeds or plants to plant according
to the garden design.

Middle school social studies and
religion teacher, Ann Baker, along with her
students, created signage for the garden,
painting decorative artwork on slate tiles
salvaged many years ago from the roof
of the former MPB convent. They also
made a number of mosaic stepping stones.

The stepping stones and tiles have been
installed throughout the garden.

A formal ribbon cutting ceremony was
held on May 15. Those attending included
Mayor Tom Henry (former student),
FWPD Captain Paul Smith, Donna Rogler
(Indiana DNR Project Learning Tree
Coordinator), Luers Principal Mary Keefer,
and USF Dean of Arts and Sciences, Gary
Bard, the teachers, staff and students of PB
School, all those involved in the project, as
well as parishioners and school parents.

MPB kindergarten teacher Darcy Quinn
planned and coordinated the ceremony
which included garden-inspired songs

Spring Musical is a PB Tradition You Shouldn’t Miss!

I was new to PB School when our son
started first grade 5 years ago. Every spring,
I would hear about the school musical and
information about try-outs would come
home in the family folder. Later, I'd see
students wearing the t-shirts to school. |
hate to admit | didn’t pay much attention.
I had heard how much effort PB puts into
the musical and that it was a superior pro-
duction, but my child was too young to be
involved and I didn’t know any of the older
students who were in the play, so it wasn’t
really on my radar.

Last year, friends of mine became
involved in producing and directing the
play and I felt like our family should go to
show our support for them. When our first
grader came home after seeing the dress
rehearsal at school and said, “We saw the
school play. It was AWESOME! | want to
see it again! Can we go?” curiosity took
over. | had to see what all the fuss was
about.

He was right! The caliber of the show
was beyond anything | expected from a
middle school production. When the musi-
cal was announced this year, | immedi-
ately marked it on the calendar. It was an
uproariously funny production called “Dear
Edwina” about a teenage girl who doles out
advice Dear Abby-style through a show
she produces in her garage. The musical is
set in the 50’s, hence the poodle skirts and
the set looked like . . well . . . the inside
of a garage. From the set, to the props, to
the costumes, to the choreography, to the
singing/acting -- it was obvious again that
much thought, effort and talent had gone
into producing the show.

I will continue to attend the musicals,
even if my children never step foot on the
stage. | don’t need a reason beyond pure
entertainment. Congratulations to Dot
Cochran and Tina Bailey who directed and
produced the musical and to the cast and
crew and all who put time and effort into
this delightful 30-year tradition. Great job!

Cast: Sarah Doak, Tony Giron (right), David
Hamel, Nick Martin, Faith Miser, Brianna
Walker, Hailie Workman, Haley Bodinka, Isaac
Case, Ashley Parrish, Landon Bailey, Cassie
Gray, Rosie Parrish, Alena Perez, Jacob Schall,
Ed Wene, Isabella Case, Clark Eby, Jenna Gi-
ron, Caroline Martin, Marissa Mason, Isabelle
Stanley, Dot Cochran (director), Tina Bailey
(producer), Alex Leo (stage manager)

sung by the school children and a special
blessing by Father Joe, as well as the official
cutting of the ribbon. The event concluded
with all present singing America the Beautiful
and individually placing over 200 miniature
American flags around the perimeter of the
garden. It was a truly moving event and a
very exciting day for Most Precious Blood
School and Parish.

A Project Learning Tree environmental
education workshop was held after the rib-
bon cutting to provide teachers with ideas
on how to use gardening to promote active
learning, increase social awareness, and
engage in healthy lifestyles.



Thank You!

The items listed below represent, with
only one exception, the entire Teach-
ers’ Wish List printed in the previous
Partner Club newsletter. Every one of
these “wishes” has been granted, either
by direct donation or purchased with
funds donated through the Partner
Club since the newsletter was pub-
lished in November. Thank you so very
much for your support and generosity!

Wishes Fulfilled

Preschool

Listening Center

Listening Center Cart

Learn to Dress Boards
Country Farm Play Set
Pretend and Play Airport
Pretend and Play Castle
Build and Play Mechanic Set
Button Bingo

Foam Brick Blocks
Kindergarten

Colored Noodle Sets

Craft Button Sets
Stringing Ring Sets

Plastic Mirrors

Washable Stamp Pads
Wooden Puzzles

Toy Xylophones

Art

DVD/VCR player

Recycled Chairs

Strategy

Chess/Checker Sets

Band

Music Stands

Spring Music

Miscellaneous Items Donated
Two Laptops

Tuition Assistance Donations

Dear Partner Club,

Thank you so much for the chess sets. |
am so excited to begin with them. |
have an introduction DVD from the li-
brary and | plan to kick off using them
on February 10th. Your gift is truly
appreciated.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Deb Schmell

Dear Partner Club,

Thank you so much for purchasing
the new laptops to use with the Smart
Board. It is a delight each day to use it.
It is quicker in loading up. | am slowly
learning the new updates to the Smart
Board. Thank you for your support of
the school.

Pam Marx
Grade 4

Most Precious Blood School Celebrates 110 Years

The 110th Anniversary celebration at
Most Precious Blood school culminated on
March 22 with a special Anniversary Mass
and Open House. Visitors were greeted at
the church entrances by present and former
PB students who also pinned red ribbons on
over 120 fellow alumni as they arrived for
Mass. When former students were invited
to process into church as a group during
the entrance hymn, the church appeared
to empty, as at least half of those present
made their way to the back of the church.
What a sight to see so many current pa-
rishioners and visiting alumni join in the
celebration in that way!

A reception was held after Mass in the
school gym with coffee, donuts, muffins
and juice. Perfornances by the school band,
the children’s bell choir and the cast of the
upcoming school musical were a special
treat, but the biggest hit of the day seemed
to be the memories brought back by seeing
former classmates, looking through old
photos, re-telling stories and just wandering
the halls of the school again.

Many thanks to Juan and Diane (Luley)
Giron who headed the planning for the
celebration and to all the many people
who helped in countless ways to make it
happen. It was a wonderful celebration of
the history and tradition of Most Precious
Blood School!




PB Student Council Dedicated to Service

by Sarah Doak, Student Council Vice President

The Most Precious Blood Student
Council is very dedicated to doing service
to help others. We plan and participate in
various activities throughout the school
year that encourage all students at PB to
serve others and become involved in the
community. Early in the year, we had a
walkathon and a very successful Guitar
Hero tournament that raised almost $1,000
for Riley Children’s Hospital. In the winter,
the 8t grade class took a field trip to the
Women’s Care Center and helped pack-
age diapers and other miscellaneous baby
items the women are able to purchase with
credits earned by taking classes. We also
had Stand Up For a Cause Day, where kids
were able to wear a non-uniform shirt to
school if it promoted a cause. The
money raised went to several causes
including Riley Children’s Hospital,
Cancer Research and others.

The Student Council also hosts
special days and lunches to raise
money for various school projects

Olivia Dickerson (above) was the Easy level
champion in the Guitar Hero Tournament which
had more than 35 contestants (below) and raised
$990 for charity.

From the Principal’s
Office

Dear Partner Club,

A sincere thank you goes out to each
of you for all of the generous donations
and prayers you have provided for our
teachers, students, and staff. Through
your gifts, you have ensured our quality
Catholic education will continue to pro-
vide new opportunities for our children.

Most Precious Blood School would
like to introduce our latest initiative:
Adopt-A-Classroom. For a nominal fee,
you can adopt the classroom of your
choice for an entire semester. By adopt-
ing a classroom, you will be providing
that room with materials and supplies to
encourage student growth and develop-
ment. Please see the list below for avail-
able classrooms to adopt.

May God continue to bless your fami-
lies as we keep you in our prayers,

Alexandria Bergman

and needs. We, as a student council, Principal
do a lot of service for the school and
for our community, nation, and Computer Room
even the world. First Semester.......cccccevvvevveerreenennnn, $100
Second SEMESTEr ........cccvevvevrvervnanen, $100
Art Room
First SEmMester........ccccoveevviveevvivennnn. $100
Second SEMESTE ........cccvevvvvevirenane, $100
Library
First SEmMester........ccccoveevviveeivivennnn. $100
Second SEMESTEr ........cccvevvevevereenanen, $100
Resource Room
First SEmMester........ccccovevvvviveeivivennnn. $100
Second SEMESTE ........cccvevveveverenane, $100
Physical Education
First SEmMester .........ccocevveevvveevvivennn, $50
Second SEMESTE .........coveverivveverennnen, $50
Music Room
First SEmMester.......c..ccevvveeevrveeevivennnn, $50
Second SEMESTEN .........covevevevveverennens $50
Band Room
First SEmMester.......c.cooevvviveveiveervivenenn, $25

(back row) Cheryl Donaghy - Pastoral Associate and Director of Religious Education,
Mrs. Lisa Krouse - 2nd Grade Teacher, Father Joe Gaughan, Alexandria Bergman - Princi-
pal, Mrs. Jeanette Schlink - Teacher Religious Education, (4th row) Olivia Hamel, Abby
Ramirez, Olivia Van, Krista Moore, Trejean Didier, (3rd row) Andy Bowyer, Michael
Shanks, William Luley, Olivia Dickerson, John Hire, Grant Johnson, (2nd row) Paul Co-
chran, Hunter Parr, Aaron Schall, Natalie Shutt, Hailey Gray, (front row) Mark Parrish,
Nicholas Hosier, Darlens Innocent and Diamond Henderson




Rusty York: From “Patrol Boy” to Chief of Police

We caught up with Fort Wayne Police
Chief Rusty York just before he left the
country for a celebratory vacation. He was
gracious enough to take time from his hec-
tic schedule to answer a few questions for
us. After reading his responses (the inter-
view was conducted by e-mail) we decided
we couldn’t tell his story any better, so we
just removed the questions and let him tell
it himself:

| attended kindergarten through 8"
grade at Precious Blood. | graduated from
the 8" grade in 1965. | can definitely
say that | was a better comedian than
student. The sisters always asked why |
wasn’t more like my siblings.

Precious Blood was very different
back in the 50’s and 60’s from now. We
always had three priests in the rectory and
the convent housed twenty sisters prob-
ably. We had just a few lay teachers in
school. Every morning started with Mass
— the youngest students in the front rows
and the older students in the back. Back
then, you weren’t allowed to eat before
receiving communion, so after Mass we
would eat the breakfast our mothers
packed for us in the classroom.

“We would all be playing and
yelling, but at twelve noon
the church bell would toll for
Angeles. All of the students
would stop in their tracks
and we would be silent until
the bell tolled again.”

My mother worked in the school
kitchen along with five or six other
women. Every day a home style meal was
fixed — it cost a quarter. You got your milk
in little glass bottles that had to be picked
up by the dairy every day and washed so
they could be used again. The school had
older boys help the younger students cross
the streets in the mornings and after-
noons. We were called “Patrol Boys.” You
were taught how to look both ways before
letting kids cross the street and you were
given a white belt with a strap that went
over you shoulder to wear. On cold winter
mornings, the ladies in the kitchen would
make you hot chocolate to drink when you
came back inside.

| didn’t play sports, but | played in the
school band. Our teacher was Mr. Terry
Engleman. He taught at several schools and
would come to PB once a week. You would

get out of class and go down to Mohr Hall
where we would practice. We probably
numbered about 12 kids, playing brass and
reed instruments with a drum thrown in. |
think we only played twice a year in public
— during the Christmas assembly and at
the end of the school year.

One of my favorite memories of PB
was lunch recess time. We would all be
playing and yelling, but at twelve noon
the church bell would toll for Angeles. All
of the students would stop in their tracks
and we would be silent until the bell
tolled again. Then we would go back to
screaming, yelling, and running around. It
must have looked a little bizarre to an
outsider. Recess never seemed to last long
enough. You know it was over when one
of the Sisters would ring a bell. We would
then all walk back into school - single file,
of course.

I went to Central Catholic High School
where | met my wife Judy, who attended
St. Joseph School. I later went to IPFW,
where | obtained my Bachelor of Science
Degree in Criminal Justice.

I always admired police officers, but I
never thought about becoming one while
growing up. Several of my family mem-
bers, including my father, were firefight-
ers, so | was very familiar with public
service. After graduation from high school,
| entered an electrical lineman apprentice-
ship and became a journey lineman. After
climbing poles for seven years, a career
change seemed in order, and the police
department looked very interesting. Kenny
Buckmaster and Kenny Hayden were
both officers and members of PB and they
encouraged me to apply for the force. |
was accepted, and started the Fort Wayne
Police academy, graduating on December
26t of 1975. Throughout
the years | served as a
fatal accident investiga-
tor, undercover narcot-
ics detective and public
information officer. | was
promoted to Sergeant in
1885 and then Captain
in 1987. | attended the
FBI National Academy in
1988.

| retired from the
FWPD on 1997 and took
a position as Supervisor
for Student Management
with Fort Wayne Com-
munity Schools. When
Graham Richard was
elected Mayor, he asked
me to be Chief of Police.

| accepted and was appointed on January
15t 2000. | was the first Chief of the FWPD
to be appointed from outside of the depart-
ment and | am just months away from
being the longest serving Chief in Fort
Wayne history.

What | enjoy most about my job is just
being a part of a tremendous police depart-
ment. We have a great group of men and
women, and | feel honored to represent
them.

“I have many wonderful
memories of the school and
church that I will treasure
the rest of my life.”

As | mentioned, | met my wife Judy at
CC when we were both 15 years old. We
will be married forty years this December
27", In celebration, we will be traveling to
France this Thursday the 7t and staying
for 19 days. We will start out in Paris and
then travel to the south of France.

We have two children, Tracy 38 years
old, and Jamie 37. Both of our kids went
to PB. They are both married, but we are
still without grandchildren. Judy’s aunt,
who is a sister of Notre Dame, continues to
pray for offspring. We love our kids and are
satisfied having Granddogs. | enjoy playing
guitar, creating leaded glass, yard work,
and, of course, travel.

I do get back to Precious Blood on occa-
sion. | have many wonderful memories of
the school and church that | will treasure
the rest of my life. My mother, Agnes, is
87 years old, and is still very proud that she
has been a member of Precious Blood her
entire life.

The Safety Patrol was a long-standing tradition at Precious Blood

School. Do you recognize anyone from this 1945-46 photo?

If you would like to receive future Partner Club newsletters by e-mail, contact us at schoolboard@ preciousblood.org.
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