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Volunteering is All in a Day’s Work

Most Precious Blood School is blessed with
numerous volunteers who generously commit
their time and talent to the success of our school.
Volunteers coach our athletic teams, produce and
direct the spring musical, coordinate fund raisers,
serve on various boards and committees, drive
students on field trips, aid in classroom prepara-
tion, help in the school office, tutor students, and
help with special projects and events. Our school
is also uniquely blessed with individuals who vol-
unteer in a “staff” capacity. Marlene Offerle is the
school librarian; Rob Johnson and Linda Offerle
are gym teachers; and Rich Sarrazin operates the
bowling alley and teaches bowling as gym class
for several weeks every year. How did they find
themselves in these situations?

Linda Offerle

After a thirty year career as an x-ray tech-
nician, Linda Offerle decided to retire and try
something different. She began a new venture as
a teaching assistant at her grandson’s school and
enjoyed working with the children so much she
decided to apply for a substitute teaching license.
She began subbing at Most Precious Blood eleven
years ago. She enjoys children of all ages, “Each
age group has unique traits and characteristics.”

Her first volunteer position at PB was filling

in for the school secretary. “I gained a new respect
for the varied jobs she does, she wears many
HATS!! | still enjoy filling in for Mrs. Rorick
when needed.” After hearing of the job elimina-
tions at PB last spring, Linda was concerned for
the teachers. “I knew teaching gym and losing a
prep period would be a hardship for our teachers. |
thought about volunteering to supervise the gym
classes and approached Mrs. Bergman with the
offer. She accepted and here | am. | truly enjoy
seeing the excitement on the children’s faces
when they come to gym class for a little fun and
exercise.” Linda supervises weekly gym classes for
kindergarten through 5t grades.

Linda had some previous experience with
PB. She attended school here from kindergarten
through eighth grade. “There were 88 students
in my graduating class. We had two classrooms
every year with forty-four students in each. |
cannot imagine that many students in one room
now!” The school was staffed by Sisters of the
Precious Blood order and two lay teachers. Linda
has very fond memories of her school days at PB,
“It was very much a family atmosphere, just as
it is today.” She attended Central Catholic High
School and then St. Joseph School of Radiologic
Technology.

Linda and her husband, Bob, are members of
St. Peter’s Catholic Church where he is an usher
and she is a Eucharistic Minister. They have a
daughter, a son and one grandson. Linda also
volunteers at St. Peter’s food pantry and enjoys
reading and gardening in her spare time.

Marlene Offerle

Marlene Offerle is like the Energizer Bunny
and when it comes to Most Precious Blood
Church and School her energy level is surpassed
only by her love and dedication. She became a
fixture at the school when her children (Mark,
Tina and Molly) attended in the late 70s and 80s
volunteering anywhere help was needed, inside
the classroom and out. She returned to the work-
force for a number of years and retired about the
time her grandchildren began attending PB. Her
daughter, Tina, suggested that she volunteer to
coordinate the Market Day program and promised
to help. Marlene was back in school! The teacher
who was in charge of the school library needed
help and Marlene didn’t hesitate. A short time



later, the teacher left PB and Marlene was
asked if she would take over. She’s been the
volunteer school librarian ever since. That
was 2002.

Marlene spends a full day and a half in
the school library every week. She enjoys
being around the children and reading to
them. They refer to her affectionately as
“Mrs. O.” But, the work is rewarding, too.
Her biggest accomplishments are comput-
erizing the library’s check-out system and
tracking the Accelerated Reader program.

Marlene grew up in St. Jude parish and
school. She became a parishioner at PB
when she married her husband, Jim, a life-
long PB member. You can say she “bloomed
where she was planted.” In addition the
things already mentioned, Marlene has
coordinated the SCRIP program in tandem
with her daughter, Tina; she started the
Parish Beacon in 2000 and was editor until
retiring with the recent December issue;
and she currently sings in the choir, works
on the church grounds, helps with the
spring musical, is an officer in the Rosary
Society and is a Co-Spiritual Director in
our CRHP ministry. She just keeps going . .
.and going . . . and going.

Rich Sarrazin

Rich Sarrazin, the bowling coach, is a
lifelong member of PB. In fact, Rich was
part of the first Kindergarten class to at-
tend Most Precious Blood School. Rich and
his wife, Linda, have been married for 44
years and have three kids, Wendy (Sarrazin)
Luley, Rick, and Larry, all of whom went
to school here at PB. Rich also is proud to
have five grandsons who are members here
also. He calls them his mini bowling team.

Rich retired from Slater Steel in 2002,
where he had been employed for 32 years.
Although he didn’t start as a project man-
ager in the engineering department, Rich
had many wonderful ideas that were soon
noticed by the company. Rich feels blessed
to have received excellent on the job train-
ing and his skills at drafting and commu-

nication have served him well throughout
the years.

Rich started bowling here at PB as a
teen, so the bowling alley has always been
a big part of his life. Father Wise asked him
to help in the bowling alley in the early
1970’s. Rich says he “learned by the seat
of his pants” and took over as volunteer
manager for Dick Wyatt shortly thereafter.
Rich has been managing the bowling alley
here at PB for 33 years now, where he does
everything from working behind the bar
to fixing the machines as need be. He has
trained 13 volunteers who help him man
the alleys here at PB.

Rich has been teaching a gym unit in
bowling for about the last ten years to the
students at PB. He feels we have great kids
here at PB and says it is very satisfying to
work with them. Rich admits that he loves
to see the look of excitement on their faces
after they have listened to him and realized
that by doing what coach says, they actu-
ally knock some pins down. Rich enjoys
sitting in church and seeing the little ones
look over at him and wave. He also loves it
when the kids come out of school and say,
“Hi coach” or when he gets a hug from the
kids. Next time you see Rich, thank him
for the wonderful work he does with our
kids!

Rob Johnson

Another extraordinary volunteer we are
blessed with this year is Rob Johnson. Rob
is the middle school gym teacher. He and
his wife, Gretchen, have been married for
14 years and have two boys at PB. Grant
is a third grader and Foster is in the first
grade. Rob and his family have been mem-
bers of PB for 12 years. Rob grew up in
South Bend where he attended Christ the
King grade school and Clay High School.
He received a Bachelor of Physical Educa-
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tion from Purdue, where he also minored in
World Civilization.

Before becoming the gym teacher at
PB, Rob was working two full time jobs,
and felt he wasn’t able to spend time with
his family. After being laid off from his
primary job last spring, he prayed that God
would use him where He wanted him, and
shortly thereafter, Father Joe asked if he
would be willing to volunteer at PB. Rob
felt that was an answer to his prayers.

He said, "It’s good to be able to bless your
church when you can. I love p.e. It’s not
even work for me. | try to make the classes
full of things I liked to do when | was that
age.”

When Rob was at Purdue, he had the
opportunity to meet the famous basketball
coach, John Wooden. John stated, “Young
people need good role models, they do not
need critics.” Meeting Coach Wooden made
a powerful impression on Rob who strives
to live out that message with his students.

Having been a substitute teacher in the
Fort Wayne Community School system,
Rob feels blessed to now be a part of the
wonderful staff at PB where he loves work-
ing with the middle school students. He
appreciates the fact that he gets to “enrich
the spirit” and share his faith, something
Rob could not do in the public school set-
ting.

Rob is very active volunteering, not
only for our school, but also for our CRHP
and Life Teen programs at church and as
a Tiger scout den leader. Rob’s life verse
is Matthew 7:7, “Ask and it will be given
to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you. He says, “I
always hope | can listen and follow where
God leads me.”

If you would like to share your time or
talents with Most Precious Blood school,
please contact Michele Rorick in the school
office.



their most precious gift, their children.

Turner at the Rectory, 260-424-4832.

From the Principal’s Office

On behalf of Most Precious Blood School’s Staff, | would like to thank everyone
who graciously donates their time, talent, and treasure for the good of our school.
We are blessed each day with the opportunity to work with such wonderful people,
and thankful to all of the families who entrust us to be a partner in the education of

This year Most Precious Blood School has received stimulus money from the
State of Indiana. This money is allotted to our school based on our Title | status
and our Free/Reduced lunch numbers. We are currently in the process of using
this money to renew magazine subscriptions for the school library, to increase the
amount of hours we are able to service students educationally through our Title |
program, purchase programs that will help us monitor the progress of our students
in Math, fund a part time Resource Teacher, and upgrade our technology through-
out the school. We are grateful for the opportunity and have carefully plotted the
best use of the money to benefit all of the students in our school.

Recently, we have also received a variety of donations and memorials to the
school, including those who have included Most Precious Blood School in their
will. With these generous gifts, we have carefully reviewed our Strategic 5-year Plan
to determine their best use. In December, each classroom — Grades 1-8 — will be
receiving 30 new desks and 30 new chairs. Our Junior High classes will each receive
30 new lockers. We will also be updating a large amount of technology, including
replacing many computers in both the computer lab and classrooms.

We are so thankful to everyone who has helped, and continues to help, make
Most Precious Blood School the thriving atmosphere it is today! If you would like
more information about memorials, wills, and endowments, please contact Angie

Sincerely,
Alexandria Bergman

Analyzing Precious Blood’s Steam Heat System:

A Team Approach

Maintaining and upgrading an
80-year-old school building is surely a
challenge. While we are proud of our
brick fagade, wood classroom floors and
terrazzo flooring, our steam heat system
is now our biggest and most challenging
upgrade to date. Most Precious Blood
School has formed a facilities commit-
tee, led by Steve Karapantos, to analyze
and diagnose this system for a potential
future restoration, the key words be-
ing potential and future. Steve has been

meeting with Bob Current, owner of Cur-

rent Mechanical, since May of this year.
Bob has offered to be a free consultant
during the analysis of the steam system.
“We know very little about this system
and we need professional advice on to
educate ourselves on how the system
works,” explains Steve. Other members
of the facilities committee are Rich Luley,
Rich Sarrazin, Greg Case and Christian
Doak.

“The short term goal of the project
is to restore heat to the gym without
increasing energy costs. The long term
goal is to test and balance every room of
the school and set up the boilers so they
operate on a constant 3 psi pressure” says
Steve. “This means writing a handbook
for proper valve operation and hand valve
settings for each radiator.”

“This project is by far one of the larg-
est and most time consuming as far as

assessing and diagnosing that we will ever

do at the school.” A total restoration of
the original operating system could be as

high as $250,000.00. Mr. Current will help

us determine what is still operational so
we will utilize our funds as efficiently as
possible”

This project is in its initial data-gath-
ering phase. Much more information will
be forthcoming as the committee looks

closer at the entire system throughout the

school.

The Partner Club is a biannual publication of the PB School Board/Development
Committee. Contributors to this issue include Diane Giron, Cheryl Hamel, Annette
Brown, Alexandria Bergman and Jill Bowyer. If you have suggestions for content,
would like to contribute photos or stories, or know of someone who would like to
receive the newsletter please contact us at schoolboard@preciousblood.org. The
newsletter is available on-line at www.preciousblood.org.

Teachers’ Wish List

Preschool

Alphabet Carpet .........cccccceeeennnnnn, $555
Writing Center.......oovovvveveeeceiinnnn, $465
Science Discovery Center................. $200
Career COStUMES......ccccveerveveeierenenn $130
Magnifying Glasses Set...........c......... $90
Primary Grades

Digital Camera........cccccecevvieerverennnn. $420
4 Memory Cards........ccccoevvevverrerenanen. $120
Grade 1

Laser POINTEr ........ccccveveeveeececreveen $20
Phonics Sing-a-Long flip Chart.......... $25
Leveled Reading Book Sets................. $30
Grade 3

SCOtCh Tape ..o, $25
Grade 5

Book Set Shiloh ..........cccccoevviiiiiinnen, $80
Book Set Island of the Blue Dolphin $80
Book Set Dear Mr. Henshaw ............. $80
6 Large Headphones ...........ccccoeuenee. $175
Weather Balloon Launch .................. $250
Junior High

Field Trip to Youth Theatre ............. $600

7t Gr Social Studies Textbooks ....$1,500
Chemical Reactions GEMS kit ........ $165
DNALC Fruit flies: Exploring

Mutant Organisms Kit .................... $57
Technology

Laptop for Grade 7......cccoveveererinenne, $700
Laptop for Grade 8............cccccoeeenee. $700
Laptop for Kindergarten................... $700
Accelerated Reader

AR Disk (50 book titles)................... $160
AR Disk (50 book titles)................... $160
AR Disk (50 book titles)................... $160
AR Disk (50 book titles)................... $160

AR End of Year Pizza Luncheon......... $80







